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Frontline States Schedule Lusaka Summit for 22 Jan 


MB2101182790 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 21 Jan 90 


[Text] It has been learned that leaders of the six Front- 
line States and SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization] will meet in Lusaka tomorrow for a |-day 
meeting during which they are expected to meet African 
National Congress [ANC] nationalists recently released 
from South African prisons currently in the country. The 
first to arrive today is SWAPO President Comrade Sam 
Nujoma, who arrived from Luanda, Angola. Comrade 
Nujoma was met at the airport by Prime Minister 
General Malimba Masheke and several senicr party and 
government officials. 


Other leaders expected to attend tomorrow’s summit are 
Presidents Quett Masire of Botswana, Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi of Tanzania, Eduardo dos Santos of Angola, 
Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique, and Robert Mugabe 
of Zimbabwe. Tomorrow's meeting is to enable the 
leaders of the six Frontline States and SWAPO to meet 
the ANC activists. 


Further on Lusaka Talks 


MB2101184190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1833 GMT 21 Jan 90 


[Text] Harare Jan 21 SAPA—Monday’s [22 January] 
historic Frontline States summit in Lusaka will be the 
first to be held with a group of ex-South African political 
prisoners. 


The meeting, to be attended by former ANC [African 
National Congress] Secretary General Walter Sisulu and 
his recently released colleagues, will work out a transi- 
tional agenda for peace in Cuvuth Africa [SA], reports 
Zimbabwe's ZIANA news agency. 


Sources close to the organisers said the meeting was 
being held at the request of the ANC, which began a 
strategy session on Thursday to work out a programme 
that would enable it to capitalise on changes in SA. 


Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugabe leaves Harare on 
Monday for the meeting. 


Major items on the agenda at the Lusaka summit include 
ratification of resolutions of the ANC’s 35-member 
National Executive Committee (NEC), the question of 
Mandela’s release and his future role, and the adoption 
of a common position for talks with Pretoria. 


ANC officials said the NEC had agreed that the 78- 
year-old liberation movement had been caught off- 
balance by the pace at which events were unfolding in 
SA. 


Further, the ANC had to be prepared to change its tactics 
should Mandela be released before apartheid was abol- 
ished. 
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His release in such a climate would cause confusion, 
particularly within the anti-apartheid movement inter- 
nationally. 


Zimbabwe's Mugabe Arrives 


MB2201104190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0914 GMT 22 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] Lusaka Jan 22 SAPA—Zimbabwe’s President 
Robert Mugabe arrived in Lusaka on Monday morning 
to attend a crucial one-day summit of Frontline States 
with members of the African National Congress [ANC], 
the Zimbabwean news agency ZIANA reports. 


Mr Mugabe, accompanied by two cabinet ministers, was 
met at Lusaka International Airport by Zambian Presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda. He was the first of the frontline 
leaders to arrive here. 


The summit, convened at the request of the ANC, is 
expected to discuss and finalise a draft peace proposal 
for the “liberation” of South Africa, ZIANA said. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


The agenda for Monday’s meeting is expected tou include 
ratification of resolutions of the ANC National Execu- 
tive Committee and the question of Mandela’s release 
and future role and the adoption of a common position 
for talks with Pretoria. 


Zambia’s Kaunda Opens Summit 


MB2201124090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1225 GMT 22 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] Lusaka, Jan 22, SAPA—The United Nations 
resolution based on the Harare Declaration—a negotia- 
tion blueprint which spells out ways to end apartheid 
and restore peace in South Africa—-has now been handed 
to Pretoria for action. 


Opening the special summit of the Frontline States here 
on Monday, the chairman of the six-nation body, Ken- 
neth Kaunda, said he was informed by the UN secretary 
general on Sunday [21 January] night the resolution was 
handed over to Pretoria soon after Christmas. [passage 
omitted] 


Mr Kaunda paid special tribute to the ANC [African 
National Congress] and the Frontline States for having 
made such a move towards the abolition of apartheid. 
The Harare Declaration had earlier wop support from 
African movements before it was presented to the UN 
General Assembly's special session against apartheid last 
December. 


On Monday’s summit, Mr Kaunda said the African 
leaders would take further instructions from the ANC on 
future actions to fight apartheid. He said he had been 
impressed by the level of understanding and the lack of 
bitterness among the ANC leaders who had been jailed 
for such a long time. 
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“There is absolutely no bitterness against the Boers who 
have detained them for so long, these leaders, led by Cde 
Walter Sisulu, are speaking with clarity of mind. That 
clarity is enough and should make (F.W.) de Klerk move 
very fast and fast indeed,” he said. 


Mr Kaunda told Mr Sisulu: “We are proud of you for 
what you are doing. We are prepared to listen to you. we 
are prepared to take your commands to intensify the 
Struggle.”’ [passage omitted] 


Uganda’s Museveni Addresses IGADD Summit 


£A1901090090 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 18 Jan 90 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has highly recom- 
mended IGADD [Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development] as an important organiza- 
tion which aims at dealing with fundamental problems 
faced by its member states. The president made the 
remark yesterday in Djibouti at the closing of the third 
session of heads of state and government of IGADD. He 
was extending a vote of thanks to the interim chairman, 
President Hassan Gouled Aptidon of Djibouti, who was 
asked to chair the session because its newly elected 
chairman, President Mengistu of Ethiopia, was absent. 


On behalf of the heads of state and delegation who 
attended the summit, President Museveni said that 
member states will benefit from IGADD if all its pro- 
grams are implemented. Talking on the problem of food 
security in IGADD countries, President Museveni told 
the closing session that there are no people who can be 
sovereign if they cannot feed themselves. He noted that 
anybody who cannot feed himself is bound to accept the 
experience of the pressures of other people who feed 
him. The president further noted that the struggle for 
IGADD countries to feed themselves is linked with their 
struggle for liberation of their national independence. He 
therefore stressed that the question of feeding the popu- 
lations must be linked with the question of preserving 
the environment without which IGADD countries 
cannot feed themselves. 


On Uganda, President Museveni told the session that 
although Uganda does not have the same problem of 
desert on the same scale, it has got some parts which 
have began to deteriorate because of neglect. However, 
he told the session, that Uganda is well endowed with 
water resources which it can use to support (?the 
reserves) of IGADD region in exchange for other prod- 
ucts from these regions. 


Summit Ends 17 Jan 


EA1901085290 Djibouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 17 Jan 90 


[Text] The Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and 
Development [IGADD] third summit has ended at the 
Peoples’ Hall here in Djibouti. The closing session, 
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attended by all the delegates from the member states, 
heard speeches by representatives of the attending dele- 
gates. 


The president of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni, who was 
the first speaker during the closing ceremony, said that 
Africa is facing a difficult economic situation. Yoweri 
Museveni added that although Uganda has important 
natural resources, many obstacles existed that made it 
extremely difficult for Ugandans to exploit such 
resources. He added that IGADD could help member 
states overcome some of the economic obstacles facing 
them. 


The second speaker was the President of Sudan Lieu- 
tenant General ‘Umar Hasan al-Bashir, who was 
attending the IGADD summit for the first time. He gave 
a firm pledge to give full support to the objectives and 
aims of IGADD so that the member states could easily 
achieve them. 


Mr Fisseha Desta, the vice president of Ethiopia and 
member of the Politburo of the Workers Party of Ethi- 
opia, who represented the president of Ethiopia to the 
IGADD summit, thanked the member states for electing 
Ethiopia to chair the session of IGADD for the next 2 
years. He expressed on behalf of IGADD member states 
their satisfaction over Djibouti’s role in the smooth 
running of the affairs of I|GADD during the past 2 years. 


The deputy secretary of the Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party of Somalia, who represented his presi- 
dent, Mohamed Siad Barre, said that in the past 4 years 
of IGADD’s existence, tangible steps had been taken and 
it was hoped that the organization would be able to 
implement effectively the objectives and aims agreed 
upon during this third summit. 


Earlier, the executive secretary of IGADD, Mekonen 
Kibret, addressing the summit, said a healthy atmo- 
sphere to promote agricultural development existed 
within the member states of IGADD. He added that with 
the existing goodwill and cooperation, IGADD would 
achieve its objectives in the very near future. 


The summit was finally closed by the outgoing chairman, 
Alhaji Hassan Gouled Aptidon, the president of the 
Republic of Djibouti. He thanked member states for the 
cooperation and help they had extended to him during 
his term of office. 


Speaking in the name of the new chairman, the president 
of Ethiopia, Mengistu Haile Mariam, the president of 
Djibouti, read the foliowing message: On behali >f the 
people of Ethiopia and the ruling party he thanked the 
member states for honoring Ethiopia and electing him as 
the IGADD chairman for the next 2-year period. 
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SADCC Head Criticizes Swaziland Manpower Program 


MB2001095690 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS in English 
20 Jan 90 p 24 


{By Gordon Mbull] 


[Text] The director of the Southern African Develop- 
ment Co-ordinating Conference (SADCC), Dr Simba 
Makoni has criticised Swaziland’s manpower develop- 
ment programme. 


In a meeting with the Prime Minister Mr Obed Dlamini 
yesterday, Dr Makoni said the kingdom’s human 
resources development strategy was very unsatisfactory 
and asked if the government was experiencing difficul- 
ties with it. 


Swaziland is responsible for human resources develop- 
ment for the region, in terms of the organisation’s 
allocation of responsibilities to the various member 
countries. 


Dr Makoni was accompanied by the Minister for 
Finance Mr Sibusiso Dlamini. 


Dr Makoni also held talks with the Minister for Educa- 
tion, Chief Sipho Shongwe. 


He left the ccuntry yesterday. 


Dr Makoni who arrived on Thursday [18 January] had 
consultations with government to find out how best 
SADCC can help this country in improving and 
expanding the manpower development programmes 
especially in the fieid of education. 


Dr Makoni over the past weeks has been holding consul- 
tations with governments of the SADCC member states 
for him to prepare a report which he will deliver during 
a ministerial meeting for SADCC Ministers of Man- 
power to be held in Lusaka in two weeks. The Prime 
Minister confirmed that this country is indeed faced 
with the problem of developing manpower programmes 
further saying this region should help to ensure that good 
coordination is maintained to ‘ielp this country develop 
such programmes. 


The Prime Minister further said SADCC should con- 
sider an exchange programme of skills within its member 
states. 


He said, drawing skills from countries as far as Europe is 
costly and also wastes a lot of time and money. 


The Prime Minister said all the SADCC member states 
should exchange personnel within its member states. He 
added, “Zimbabwe for instance is one country rich in 
manpower and instead of drawing manpower from as far 
as European countries, we should consider the exchange 
of skills within the SADCC members.” 
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In reply to the suggestion by the Prime Minister, Dr 
Makoni said SADCC has already considered the per- 
sonnel exchange of students within the members of the 
SADCC. 


Mano Union Ministers End Meeting, Adopt Budget 


AB2001111090 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] The 14th session of the Mano River Union 
{[MRU] ministerial council meeting ended in Conakry 
today. The closing session, which took place at the Palais 
des Nations conference center, was marked by the pre- 
sentation and adoption of resolutions and a press release. 
Here is Boubacar Diallo with the details: 


[Diallo] First of all, the budget of the Union for the 
current fiscal year, which amounts to $2.2 million, was 
adopted. Then followed the adoption of eight resolu- 
tions. They concern financial and administrative coop- 
eration, and collaboration in the fields of education, 
industry, trade, agriculture, energy, and transport. 


The council particularly recommended to the secretariat 
to draw up road maintenance program with the collab- 
oration of member countries for the coastal road that 
runs through their three countries. Other projects recom- 
mended to the secretariat were the rehabilitation of the 
PANAFTEL [Pan-African Telecommunications Net- 
work] link betweeen Sierra Leone and Liberia, and 
accomplishment of the telecommunications line linking 
Sierra Leone to Guinea. The council also asked the 
secretariat to make proposals in the field of structural 
adjustment to overcome difficulties connected there- 
with. [passage omitted] 


Press Review on Zambia, Zimbabwe, U.S. Policies 


AB2001104390 Dakar PANA in English 0827 GMT 
20 Jan 90 


[From the “Weekly Press Review”] 


[Excerpts] Dakar, 20 Jan (NAN/PANA)—Editorial com- 
ment in the African press during the week focused on 
both international and local issues. [passage omitted] 
“THE TIMES OF ZAMBIA” meanwhile reaffirmed 
Zambia’s commitment to the liberation struggle in South 
Africa. In an editorial to mark the arrival of Walter 
Sisulu and seven other African National Congress (ANC) 
leaders recently released from South African jails in 
Lusaka, the daily said Zambia would despite its eco- 
nomic problems continue to support the struggle fer 
democracy in South Africa. ‘We have neither silver nor 
gold to give you in this noble struggle. But we have the 
blood to shed with you,” the newspaper said. 


In Tanzania “THE DAILY NEWS" said it was pleasing 
to see the United States admit that economic sanctions 
against South Africa had worked. It said this showed that 
the international campaign for sanctions against Pretoria 
had not been in vain. The newspaper however cautioned 


4 INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


against the United States campaign for the international 
community to give South Africa more time to make a 
transition to democratic rule. [passage omitted] 


“THE NIGERIAN TRIBUNE,” published in Ibadan, 
eastern Nigeria, strongly criticised the United States 
decison to withhold its 1990 contribution to the United 
Nations Food and Agricultural Organisat‘on (FAO) fol- 
lowing the organisation’s announcement of support for 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). In an edi- 
torial titled ““The United States and FAO,” the privaicly 
owned newpaper said the American decision to pay only 
18 million dollars of the 72 million dollars due to FAO in 
1990, and the threat to withdraw from the organisation, 
showed its disregard for international opinion. It said 
while the United States claimed it was democratic, its 
conduct in international fora often reflected a disregard 
for the opinion of the majority. [passage omitted] 


The latest issue of “ZIMBABWE NEWS” owned by the 
country’s ruling ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African 
National Union (Patrotic Front)] centred its editorial on 
the growth of new political parties in Zimbabwe. It said 
the parties were being created by “opportunists” who 
wished to mak: inoney out of politics. “In reality, these 
parties enable the few individuals who announce them to 
collect monies for themselves from the monied ene- 
mies.”” it said. The magazine accused the Zimbabwe 
Unity Movement, recently formed by a former ZANU 
politician, Edgar Tekere, of obtaining funds from the 
South African government. The Zimbabwe Unity Move- 
ment, the magazine said, was still collectng funds from 
“its South African backers.” “ZIMBABWE NEWS" said 
the parties would however fizzle out because they did not 
enjoy public support. “The unity of the people guards the 
genuine interests of the nation and prevents opportun- 
ists, chancers, and right-wingers from gambling with the 
rights of the people,” it said. 
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PANA Chief Announces New Service Centevs 


AB2101143190 Dakar PANA in French 1245 GMT 
21 Jan 90 


[Text] Niamey, 21 Jan (ANP/PANA)—The PAN- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY (PANA) Director General 
Auguste Mpassi Muba, of Congo arrived in Niamey 
yesterday afternoon for a 5-day visit. During this visit, 
he will be received notably by the minister of communi- 
cations and that of foreign affairs. He will also visit the 
NIGER NEWS AGENCY (ANP). 


In answer to a question on the situation in his agency, Mr 
Mpassi Muba said PANA “‘is today a credible agency 
because it has been able to assert Africa’s personality at 
the international level.” On this subject, Mr Mpassi 
Muba announced the imminent opening of a service 
center in Paris and two offices for Arabic and Portu- 
guese, in Egypt and Portugal, respectively. Mr Mpassi 
Muba then expressed delight over PANA member coun- 
tries’ positive attitude toward settling their contribu- 
tions. He said 36 countries, as against 20 in the past, 
have settled their contributions in spite of the difficult 
economic problems facing African countries. 


On his chances for another term of office, the PANA 
director general said he was optimistic about his being 
reelected as the head of the agency. It should be recalled 
that the elections for a director general of PANA will 
take place in April this year in Abuja, Nigeria, during the 
conference of African information ministers. 


Apart from Mr Mpassi Muba, who is seeking another 
term of office, two other candidates—a Sudanese and a 
Zimbabwean—have announced their intention to stand 
election for the post of PANA director general. 
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Gabon 
Further Reportage on Demonstrations in Capital 


Official Sources Deny Death Reports 
AB1901103190 Paris AFP in French 0210 GMT 
19 Jan 90 


[Text] Libreville, 19 Jan 90 (AFP}—No death was 
reported following the student demonstrations in the 
past few days in Libreville, official sources in Libreville 
stated yesterday evening. This contradicts persistent 
rumors in the Gabonese capital accordifsg to which 
several people died on |7 January when students were 
being driven off canipus by security forces. The 
GABONESE NEWS A GENCY (AGP) quotes “various 
reports from students” stating that students were “seri- 
ously injured” and othe+s “arrested” on 17 January. 
These students were reportedly released yesterday, the 


agency stated. 


“On 18 January, hundreds of demonstrators marched 
through the city, the agency added while police reinforce- 
ments were seen converging on the area where the 
demonstration was being staged and ambulances drove 
away the injured. In fact, several districts of the 
Gabonese capital were affected by the events all day 
long. Groups of youths armed with sticks or stones 
attempted to loot stores and to prevent vehicles from 
moving by damaging them, observers noted. 


From Italian sources in Libreville, it was learned that the 
Italian ambassador's car (he was not in the car at that 
time) was damaged. Some youth looted trader's stalls in 
several Libreville markets particularly Mont Bouet and 
Akebe markets. Several of them were reportedly arrested 
by the traders themselves and handed over to the sec='- 
rity forces. 


Official sources in Libreville disclosed that these dem- 
onstrations were ied by “misfits” seeking the opportu- 
nity to loot and commit acts of vandalism and were not 
linked to the initial student demonstrations hence the 
move, all day long, by the security forces to restore order. 
Besides these misfits, there were young people seeking 
their first employment and some unemployed persons, it 
was learned in Libreville. Finally, it will be recalled that 
the minister of national education expressed his deter- 
mination “to maintain fruitful dialogue in order to 
satisfy the students and to ensure a normal academic 
year.” 


Schools, Colleges Closed 


AB!1901140690 Paris AFP in English 1401 GMT 
19 Jan 90 


[Text] Libreville, Jan 19 (AFP)}—Schools and colleges 
here were closed down for two days by the gevernment 
Friday, an official statement said, after student unrest 
spread amid violence and vandalism in the Gabonese 
capital. 
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School students had come out in solidarity with demon- 
strating university students, who were forcibly evacuated 
from their campus by police Wednesday, and there had 
been persistent rumors of several deaths. 


The rumors were officially denied late Thursday, but the 
GABONESE PRESS AGENCY spoke of several stu- 
dents having been “seriously wounded” and of others 
being arrested. 


Hundreds of demonstrators went on the rampage 
Thursday, with youths throwing stones, looting shops 
and wrecking vehicles, and Libreville looked a sorry 
sight Friday, witnesses said. 


The local radio spoke of a city “at the mercy of delin- 
quents” and called for “those responsible for the riots to 
be punished with the full force of the law.” 


Riots Spread Into Streets 


AB1901193990 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 19 Jan 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There seems to be considerable turmoil in the 
Gabon capital, Libreville. It began with the student 
boycott of classes earlier this week. They were protesting 
over the quality of their education, but security forces 
moved in quickly to put down the protests on the 
campus of the university in Libreville. There were 
reports of tear-gas charges and gunfire and claims that up 
to five students were killed. Well, that’s being disputed 
but the trouble is apparently spreading and protesters 
seem t have spilled over into the streets of the city. 
Josephine Hazeley asked Helen Nambanake in Libre- 
ville what the situation was today. 


[Begin recording] [Nambanake] Well right now the situ- 
ation in Libreville is very, very serious because the 
students are stili demonstrating and, in fact, other 
people, like the jobless, have joined the students strike, 
and all together they have been looting some shops. They 
have been breaking down public services like fuel sta- 
tions and things like that. And security forces are also 
moving around the city but apparently they can't do 
anything to stop students from staging further demon- 
strations. 


{Hazeley] | understand that the demonstrations are not 
just limited to the university students. | understand that 
primary school students also joined in. 


[Nambanake] Yes, school students also joined the strike 
since yesterday, and all together they are still on strike, 
and that’s why last nig).t the Ministry of Education said 
that today and tomorrow students won't have classes 
because of this tense situation which is going on here in 
Libreville. 


[Hazeley] What about police action? Are the police 
trying to put down these demonstrations violently? 
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{Nambanake] Oh yes, at least for the past 2 days, they 
have tried to disperse the demonstrators but toda, we 
didn’t hear any shootings or things like that. But still 
they are moving around the city as | said previously to 
try to prevent students from staging further demonstra- 
tions. 


{[Hazeley] Now, what about the head and injured? What 
figures are there of people who have died or suffered 
injuries ‘a the demonstrations? 


[Nambanake] Yes, reports from students themselves say 
that at least five students have been killed. They have 
been shot dead by security forces when they went to the 
campus last Wednesday [17 January] to try to evacuate 
the university campus. So, at least, five students were 
shot dead, but official reports say that actually nobody 
was killed. But as far as the injured are concerned, this is 
true. The government admitted that some people 
involved :n clashes with the security forces were injured 
and even some hospital sources confirmed this report. 
{end recording] 


Shops Looted; Lebanese Targeted 
AB1901203390 Paris AFP in English 2004 GMT 
19 Jan 90 


[Text] Libreville, Jan 19 (AFP)}—Gangs of looters raided 
shops, mostly those run by Lebanese traders, in working- 
class districts of the Gabonese capital Friday hours after 
demonstrations by students and schoolchildren. 


The mainly youthful rioters attacked stores and smashed 
up cars, in violence that appeared to have spread beyond 
the student unrest affecting Libreville in recent days, 
according to witnesses. 


“Cars and houses belonging to Lebanese traders have 
been systematically attacked,” the Lebanese ambassador 
said Friday, regretting that police appeared unable to 
restore order. 


Lebanese storekeepers run much of the small retail trade 
in several West African countries. The ambassador said 
about half of their shops had been raided with losses 
amounting to five billion CFA [African Financial Com- 
munity] francs (17.6 million dollars). 


Witnesses said that there seemed to be no students 
among the hooligans. An authoritative source charged 
that that most of the looters were foreigners, mainly 
people from Equatorial Guinea. 


Of some 50 people caught red-handed in earlier looting 
on Thursday, about 90 percent were from the small 
neighboring state, the sources said. 


The city center was calm Friday, but the pillage spread 
from the southeast district of Akebe to the Mount Bouet 
main market area and other outlying quarters, witnesses 
said. 
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Police were out in strength at main traffic intersections, 
but residential areas where most Europeans live were 
quiet and unwaiched by security forces. 


Informed sources nevertheless said the angry gang; had 
insulted people on foot and in their cars, including 
members of the French community here. 


President Omar Bongo, who had made no comment on 
student protests at the university named afier him over 
inadequate teaching and facilities, toured the capital 
Friday with members of his personal guard. 


Three helicopters flew over the cortege. 


The violence began Thursday when police broke up a 
demonstration by school children and students pro- 
testing at the violent ousting Wednesday of students 
holding a sit-in strike on campus. 


Earlier Friday, the government announced the closure of 
shools and colleges for two days. Some students said they 
would continue their strike, but seemed appeased by the 
release of colleagues arrested on Wednesday. 


There were persistent reports that several people had 
been killed when the campus was clear, but there were 
officially denied late Thursday. 


The GABONESE PRESS AGENCY spoke of several 
students having been “seriously wounded”. Authorities 
Friday said about a dozen people had been hurt. 


Hundreds of demonstrators had already gone on the 
rampage Thursday, with youths throwing stones, looting 
shops and wrecking vehicles, witnesses said. 


The local radio spoke of a city “at the mercy of delin- 
quents” and called for “those responsible for the riots to 
be punished with the full force of the law.” 


Protests Banned; Curfew Announced 


AB1901205990 Paris AFP in English 2041 GMT 
19 Jan 90 


[Text] Libreville, Jan 19 (AFP)}—Gabonese Prime Min- 
ister Leon Mebiame Friday announced a ban on demon- 
strations and clamped a curfew on the Gabonese capital 
as looters raided Lebanese shops in the wake of a series 
of student rallies. 


Mr Mebiame, speaking on tclevision and radio, said 
Libreville residents +. suld have to stay indoors from 7 
pm (1800 GMT). He also said that strict identity checks 
would be enforced. 


All the measures were to come into force immediately, 
he said. The mainly youthful rioters attacked stores and 
smashed up cars in violent that appeared to have spread 
beyond the student unrest affecting Libreville in recent 
days, according to witnesses. 
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Lebanese storckeepers run much of the small r tail trade 
in several West African countries. The Lebanese ambas- 
sador here said about half of their shops had been raided 
with losses amounting to five billion CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs (17.6 million dollars). 


Witnesses said that there seemed to be no students 
among the rioters. 


The students had been protesting inadequate teaching 
and facilities. 


Prime Minister Blames Immigrants 


AB2001124190 Dakar PANA in French 0905 GMT 
20 Jan 90 


[Text] Libreville, 20 Jan (AGP-GAB/PANA)—The 
Gabonese Government last night decided to ban all 
forms of gathering in streets, intenc'‘y the identity 
checks, and call on the population to stay indoors from 
1900 (1800 GMT), following student demonstrations 
which started on Tuesday [16 January] in Libreville. In a 
radic: 7.nd television broadcast, the prime minister, Mr 
Leon Mebiame, while condeming the students’ action, 
blamed the incidents on immigrants “who abuse our 
hospitality”, by causing disorder and insecurity. 


“What has been happening in our capital since Thursday 
is disorder and insecurity created by irresponsible people 
who have been looting shops, burning vehicles, and 
holding pedestrians to ransom, assaulting and terrorizing 
peaceful citizens,” Mr Membiame said. According to th: 
prime minister, all these things have nothing to do with 
the demands of the students of Omar Bor50 University, 
which the governments is getting ready to satisfy. In this 
regard, Mr Leon Membiame, quoting the Gabonese head 
of state who says he “prefers injustice to disorder” said 
“while injustice can be repaired, disorder can bring 
about irreparable situations.” Recalling that Gabon is a 
country which “firmly believes in dialogue and is deeply 
attached to peace,”” Mr Membiame pointed out that his 
government “cannot tolerate such a situation.” 


This statement by the prime minister follows the ins~ec- 
tion tour yesterday afternoon made by President Bongo 
to the areas of the demonstrations. The head of state 
made this surprise tour of the city to see for himself the 
extent of damage caused by demonstrators, following the 
strike action undertaken by students of the university 
bearing his name and to which studcats of high schools 
and colleges in Libreville joined “out of solidarity.” It is 
noted that looters are mostly unemployed and clandes- 
tine immigrants who are taking advantage of the actions 
of the students, who are presently gathered at the general 
hospital, to commit these misdeeds. Primary and sec- 
ondary schools in Libreville were closed down for 2 days 
beginning yesterday by the minister of national educa- 
tion. 
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AFP Views ‘Violent Rioting’ 
AB2001132290 Paris AFP in English 1256 GMT 
20 Jan 90 


[By Pierre Briand] 


[Text] Libreville, Jan 20 (AFP)}—Libreville authorities 
on Saturday were working to clear up remains of 
wrecked vehicles and looted stores after the past two 
days of violent rioting which rocked the capital of 
Gabon. Ali public gatherings of people have been banned 
after a wave of looting that erupted in Libreville 
Thursday and Friday, following the break up of a student 
protest sit-in at the university by police the previous day. 


People from neighbouring countries and the unem- 
ployed, rather than students, are said to have been 
particularly involved in the riots, and observers here see 
the looting as underlining economic difficulties in the 
West African state. 


President Omar Boi.go said in an interview last manth 
that its austerity policies had “now reched the tint of 
what is economically, socially and therefore politically 
bearable.” Gabon is prosperous by African standards, 
thanks to considerable mineral and oil resources for a 
relatively low population size, and this has attracted 
people from other African countires. But industrial 
expansion has ground to a halt, and last year the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) secured a 20 percent cut 
in the salaries of the country’s 40,000 civil servants and 
public service workers. 


The rioters, mostly young, attacked all outward signs of 
wealth such as cars and trucks, taxis and stores. About 
100 stores and some warehouses, mostly belonging to 
Lebanese traders, were sacked. Apartments above stores 
were also looted, and dozens of cars and trucks 
destroyed. 


Prime Minister Leon Mebiame late Friday announced a 
ban on demonstrations and a curfew. The military were 
officially reported to have joined with police in heiping 
contain the unrest. 


But the security forces were little in evidence Saturday, 
and Libreville’s main market was back to its busy 
business as usual. 


Mr. Mebiame said the rioting had “nothing to do” with 
the students’ demands for better teaching and condi- 
tions. He blamed “individuals who, for the most part, 
unfortunately, live elsewhere, abusing once again our 
hospitalit, in this way.” 


The foreigners, who tend to be blamed for the slightest 
thing here, are above all from Equatorial Guinea. 


According to the daily newspaper L'UNION, there are 
25,000 people from Equatorial Guinea in Libreville, 
18,000 of them illegally, against the official number of 
inhabitants of 1.1 million. 
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About 100 people were arrested for the looting, 
L’UNION said. “The large majority of them are unem- 
ployed foreigners belonging to the criminal class,” the 
paper asserted. No figure was available for the number of 
people hurt in addition to some 20 hospitalised after the 
first student demonstrations. The cost of the looting and 
the damage dune was Saturday estimated at around a 
billion francs CFA [African Financial Community] 
(about 35 million dollars). 


The Lebanese ambassador to Gabon, Abdullatif Name- 
luk, complained that if the security forces had reacted 
more quickly, a lot of the Lebanese stores and homes 
would have been spared. 


Situation Reportedly ‘Calm’ 
AB2001193990 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] Eyewitnesses in Libreville, the capital of Gabon, 
say the city has been quiet today after the government's 
announcement made last night of a ban on public 
gatherings and an overnight curfew. The moves were in 

to 2 days of rioting and looting in Libreville, 
which followed protests by siuvdents earlier in the week. 
Eyewitnesses are quoted by REUTERS news agency as 
saying that tanks and soldiers were out in force last night, 
but their presence has now been reduced. The authorities 
were today reported to be working to clear up the 
remains of wrecked vehicles and looted stores. 
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Riot Toll: 250 Arrested, 70 Injured 


AB2101213390 Paris AFP in English 2122 GMT 
21 Jan 90 


[Text] Libreville, Jan 21 (AFP)—Police here have 
arrested 250 people, many of them foreigners, following 
riots and looting in the past two Jays, local television 
reported Sunday. 


The report showed pictures of those arrested sitting 
shirtless at two police facilities in the Gabonese capital. 


Those arrested included Gabonese and nationals from 
Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon, and Nigeria as well as 
one university student and “a few” secondary school 
students, the report said. 


The authorities said Friday that the unrest was not the 
work of university students who were on a protest strike 
in support of better conditions and who were removed 
from their campus by security forces last Wednesday. 


The rioting and looting was instead started by “margin- 
als” and “thugs,” and according io Gabonese media 
reports, almost all of them were foreigners. 


There has been no official report on the number of 
casualties from the past four days, but medical sources 
said at least 70 people had been injured, some of them 
seriously. 


The situation appeared to be mostly back to normal 
Sunday but the government has asked people to remain 
indoors after 7:00 pm (1800 GMT). 
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Mandela Submits 10-Point Negotiation Proposal 


MB1901113190 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 19-25 Jan 90 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Nelson Mandela has sent a 10-point proposal on 
negotiations to the African National Congress [ANC] to 
be considered at a crucial meeting which began in 
Lusaka yesterday. Mandela told the ANC he would 
phone them on Sunday to hear their response. 


The document, which was brought to Lusaka some 
weeks ago, is the same one he presented to State Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk during their meeting last year. 


It deals with a number of issues, but centres around a 
proposal of how negotiations should be handled. 


It emerged yesterday that Mandela is in regular contact 
with the ANC. Acting ANC president Alfred Nzo indi- 
cated in a speech that he had communicated with 
Mandeia as recently as Wednesday. 


Nzo said this weekend's meeting of the National Execu- 
tive Commitee [NEC] would discuss and decide on 
Mandela's proposals. 

ANC leaders were not giving away any details of the 
contents. However, one NEC member indicated that the 
document showed that Mandela was “right on the mark” 
and any speculation that his position differed from that 
of the ANC or the United Democratic Front was ludi- 
crous. 


Even before Mandela's proposal was meade it was clear 
the three-day meeting in Lusaka would be vitally impor- 
tant, taking place amid debate about the direction of the 
ANC. 


For the first time, the meeting brings together the 35- 
member NEC, eight released political prisoners, led by 
Walter Sisulu, and representatives of the Mass Demo- 
cratic Movement, led by Cyril Ramaphosa of the 
National Union of Mineworkers and Chris Dlamini of 
the Congress of South African Trade Unions. 


The meeting will be crucial in setting attitudes towards 
the prospect of negotiations with Pretoria, the futur: of 
armed struggle, sorting out leadership structures fol- 
lowing the release of the prisoners and ANC president 
Oliver Tambo’s illness, and charting a course for the rest 
of the year. 


They settled down behind closed doors yesterday 
morning for what a senior ANC member called “a 
terribly important meeting.” 


The gathering comes on th: eve of a special frontline 
state summit, starting in Luisaka on Monday [22 Jan- 
vary] and called by the ANC. It is also seen as the 
precursor to the Consultative Confereace called by the 
ANC for later this year. This is the ANC’s highest 
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decision-making body and it will be meeting for only the 
third time since the organisaticn was banned. 


The ANC is grappling with political developments in 
South Africa, inplications of changes in Eastern Europe, 
and the difficult issues of leadership. However, much of 
the debate cenires around negotiations: Are they likely to 
happen, will they succeed, how will they affect armed 
struggle? 

Sisulu set a harsh tone for the meeting yesterday when he 
addressed about 700 ANC members at a welcoming 
ceremony. 


He called on ANC members to be open to strong 
criticism and to subject themselves to constructive self- 
criticism. 

“The important thing is that when an organisation 
makes mistakes, it must learn to correct them,” he said. 


“A politica?’ movement can only succeed if there is 
criticism ana self-criticism, if there is honesty, discipline 
and order.” 


Sisulu’s speech appears to be part of an attempt by ANC 
leaders to prepare their cadres for adaptations that may 
be made necessary by the fluid situation in South Africa. 
ANC leaders ani! ordinary members alike confirm there 
is some resistance in their ranks to talk of negotiations. 


“The feeling that MK [Spear of the Nation, ANC mili- 
tary wing] cadres are being railroaded into something not 
of our making is real,” said a guerrilla. 


The ANC leadership, military and political, are united in 
their support for the ANC’s document on negotiations, 
the Harare Declaration. While the diplomats arid most 
Lusaka cadres appear to be optimistic about the prospect 
cf a imminent negotiated change, the military leaders 
scoff at such a suggestion. 


“The Harare Declaration is important because it wins us 
suppost internationally, helps isolate the South African 
government and gives us the initiative on the issue. But 
we <Jon't believe F.W. de Klerk is rcady to talk. Even if 
he mewts our preconditions, I don’t think he is ready to 
talk goout real democracy,” a senior MK commander 
said. 

Military leaders concede, the armed struggle is faltering. 
Last year saw a drop in the number of insurgency 
incidents over the previous year. While nobody in 
Lusaka would consider a suspension of armed struggle 
until De Klerk “gives us a sign that he is serious,” it is the 
ANC diplomat—those leading the push for negotia- 
tions—who hold sway in the organisation. 


This has given rise to strategising over how to hancie 
negotiations. the ANC is assuming Mandela will soon be 
released, it will be unbanned and State of Emergency 
lifted. 
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The meeting will consider how the ANC will react to an 
unbanning. Will it operate openly or will it maintain 
underground structures? How will it relate to other 
Organisations, like the United Democratic Front and 
MDM [Mass Democratic Movement]? 


It will also be a priority to sort out the complex leader- 
ship problems: how to absorb the recently released 
leaders and Mandela on his release. 
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A constant theme in speeches and interviews ilis week 
was: whether or not negotiations begin the military must 
step up its mobilisation and activities. S:sulu himself 
called on MK guert.ilas to step up their actions. 


The meeting will dea! with ways of increasing pressure 
on the go.ernment. The ANC is known to be worried 
that De Klerk’s actions may make it difficult to maintain 
sanctions. 
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Angola 


MPLA Announces ‘Pro-Democracy Reforms’ 19 Jan 


AB2001080190 Paris AFP in English 0117 GMT 
20 Jan 90 


{Text} Luanda, Jan 19 (AFP)}—The Central Committee 
of the ruling People’s Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA-Workers Party) announced pro- 
democracy reforms Friday but said that it was not 
reversing its single-party stance. New “legal measures 
and poliical reforms” would be implemented to enable 
the people to “participate democratically” in solving 
Angola’s problems, according to a statement issued here 
after a four-day committee meeting. 


But “the single-party system is the most appropriate at 
this historic stage and most in line with the political 
choices governing the People’s Republic of Angola,” the 
brief statment said. The party would change its role as 
“avant-garde of the working class” to “avant-garde of all 
the working people,” the statement added, saying that 
the committee had drawn up policy guidelines until the 
next party congress due in December. 


Angolan Government troops have this week been 
fighting rebels of Jonas Savimbi’s National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) with no cease- 
fire in sight. The U.S.-backed UNITA, which controls 
much of southeastern Angola, has said the government 
has launched a major offensive against it, but authorities 
here have made a similar counterclaim. An initial peace 
agreement reached last June under Zairean mediation 
has stalled. 


To Submit Change to 3d Congress 


MB2001090990 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Text] The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola]-Labor Party Central Committee’s 24th 
ordinary session decided to submit for third congress 
approval a proposal changing the party’s role from the 
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vanguard of the working class to the vanguard of all the 
working people and adjustments to the party program’s 
relevant statutes. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee’s 24th ordi- 
nary session met under Chairman Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos’s leadership in Luanda 15-18 January. 


The session also decided to deepen studies on the project 
to build socialism under Angola’s particular conditions, 
stressing that those goals and actions must be backed by 
national consensus and satisfy the working masses’ inter- 
ests and hopes. 


The [words indistinct] to deepen political and legislative 
measures to ensure the citizens’ widest possible partici- 
pation and representation in the ongoing process irre- 
spective of their political, ideological, or religious beliefs 
{words indistinct] productive process to create condi- 
tions permitting (?our) society’s progressive develop- 
ment. 


The Central Committee’s 24th ordinary session also 
decided to (elect) Agostinho Mendes de Carvalho, 
Angolan ambassador to the GDR, and Benguela Prov- 
ince Commissar Paulo Teixeira as Central Committee 
alternate members, dismissing [words indistinct] loss of 
the prestige of and respect for Angolan officials. 


1,003 National Liberation Front Members Surrender 


MB1901201190 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 1905 GMT 
19 Jan 90 


[Text] Caxito, 19 Jan (ANGOP) - An official source 
disclosed Thursday [18 January] that 1 ,003 former UPA/ 
FNLA [Union of the Angolan People/Angola National 
Liberation Front] members surrendered over the past 
few day to Angolan authorities at the Bula Atumba 
locality (Kwanza-Norte Province), within the framework 
of the ongoing policy of clemency and national harmony. 


Meanwhile, a military source announced that on Sunday 
[14 January] UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] elements blew up three elec- 
tricity towers a few kilometers from Caxito City, the 
capital of Bengo Province. 
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Ghana 


Warning on Travel to Libya Without Documents 


AB1801214990 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Jan 90 


[Text] The Ministry of Foreign Affairs says it has come 
to its notice that some Ghanaians are travelling by road 
to Libya through Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and Algeria 
without valid traveling documents required by Libyan 
authorities. In a statement, the ministry said these illegal 
immigrants may not be aware of the hardships and 
eventual repatriation awaiting them on arrival in Libya. 
The public is therefore being advised that traveling by 
road to Libya, like any other form of travel, also requires 
the possession of traveling documents. The statement 
also reminds Ghanaians wishing to travel to Libya under 
cover of tourist visas that such visas do not permit them 
to work and they face repatriation if they overstay the 
3-month period granted them. 


Ivory Coast 


Government Hands Over 16 Liberian Refugees 


AB2001152790 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 20 Jan 90 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Minister Simeon Ake this 
morning in his office handed over 16 Liberian refugees 
to the UN High Commission in Abidjan. All these 
Liberian refugees are civil servants, and they will return 
to their country today. In his statement, Minister Simeon 
Ake explained the situation of these 16 refugees: 


[Begin Ake recording] These 16 individuals are, in fact, 
15 Liberian civil servants, belonging to Police, Immigra- 
tion, and Army Services. According to their statements, 
they fled from the war front for their own security, to 
take re‘uge in Ivory Coast and to seek the protection of 
Ivorian authorities. We brought them to Abidjan. They 
were given accommodations at the National Police 
Training School. During their stay in our country, we 
gave them the fraternal reception that they expected 
from us. They were visited first by the Liberian charge 
d’affaires and then by the Liberian ambassador, who was 
present at the handing over ceremony. 


These two Liberian officials—the charge d'affaires and 
the ambassador—expressed in an official statement just 
handed to us, their government's gratitude for the very 
fraternal way in which their compatriots were treated. 
They include a young boy, who is the son of one of the 
men. They are civil servants from the Armed Forces— 
Police, Army, and Customs and Excise—who arrived in 
our country in unusual conditions. They were unknown 
to us, and so we had to check out who they are, how they 
arrived in our country, and why. 


After the usual investigations, the head of state decided 
to hand them over to their government. We decided that 
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under the present circumstances, this handing over cer- 
emony should be held in the presence of representatives 
of humanitarian institutions in Ivory Coast, you your- 
self, as the UN High commission representative, and 
Mrs Basque, Red Cross representative in Ivory Coast. 
They are neither hostages nor prisoners. They were not 
being held in a prison. They were accommodated at the 
National Police Training School, where our own citizens 
are accommodated. They were in the same conditions as 
our students at the Police School. 


For goodness’ sake! People must stop holding us responsible 
for all the woes of our sister country, Liberia. [end recording] 


Liberia 


Government Denies Ivorian ‘Genocide’ Charges 


AB1901133590 Paris AFP in English 1329 GMT 
19 Jan 90 


[Text] Monrovia, Jan 19 AFP)—The Liberian Government 
has denied allegations by neighboring Ivory Coast that its 
troops are committing “genocide” in response to ongoing 
dissident activities in northeastern Nimba County. 


The official LIBERIA NEWS AGENCY (LINA), quoting an 
Information Ministry statement, said Liberia “views the 
allegations as an attempt to cover Ivory Coast's support for 
rebel incursions in Liberia since last December.” 


Ivory Coast on Thursday said that “genocide” was 
taking place in the border zone and that this was “the 
cause of a terrible exodus of about 30,000 old men, 
women and children.” 


The Ivorian statement said that the problem in Nimba 
County was essentially inter-tribal. 


LINA said that as a result of rebel incursions into 
Liberia, “several innocent Liberians in Butuo, Kahnple 
and other surrounding towns who refused to join the 
rebels were brutally murdered while others were injured 
or rendered homeless.” 


The government denied that the “unfortunate develop- 
ments” were perpetrated by its troops against citizens, 
and said they were rather “a direct result of the 
attempted invasion of Liberia by armed dissidents from 
the Ivory Coast.” 


The statement spoke of a “compelling responsibility and 
duty for Liberia to use all means within its power” to 
protect life and property while rebels “continue to 
launch guerilla warfare on government forces as well as 
innocent and helpless Liberians in the country.” 


Officials had “‘repreatedly reminded the Ivorian author- 
ities of the presence of Liberian dissidents in that 
country, especially in Danane, where they were under- 
going military and other combat training for the sole 
purpose of overthrowing the Liberian Government.” 
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In addition to a 1983 reminder, the statement said President 
Samuel Doe “communicated directly with President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny in 1985, 1986, 1987 and 1988 about the 
continued threats posed by the dissidents who had been in 
sanctuary in Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast]. 


It said Liberia was again appealing to the Ivorian Gov- 
ernment to institute all measures to prevent dissidents 
from using its territory as a springboard for launching 
attacks on Liberia. 


Officials in Monrovia said more than over 200 civilians 
have been killed in the troubles in Nimba County, which 
erupted when a rebel force attempted to launch a coup or 
uprising on December 24, but informed sources put the 
death toll at around 500. 


Justice Minister Jenkins Scott said Friday the govern- 
ment was working on a new toll. 


Refugees near the border had earlier told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE that both soldiers and rebels had 
killed civilians. 


Meanwhile, the United States has provided 25,000 U.S. 
dollars to the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) as an initial grant for humanitarian relief efforts 
to Nimba County, a U.S. Embassy statement said here. 


It also said it was seeking additional funds through the 
Liberian Government, international aid organizations 
and private voluntary relief agencies. 


The Liberian National Red Cross said it was working 
with the ICRC to provide food for refugees in the Ivory 
Coast. The organization has broadcast appeals on state 
radio for public donations to help the remaining resi- 
dents in Nimba County. 


Radio Views Genocide Charges 


AB1901174990 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 19 Jan 90 


[Text] The Liberian Government is reported to have 
categorically denied as false, allegations by the Ivorian 
Government that genocide is being committed by 
Liberia. According to a local daily, the LIBERIAN 
NEWS AGENCY [LINA] said last night that the 
Liberian Government views such allegations by La Cote 
d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] as an attempt designed by the 
Ivorian Government to cover up its support for the 
rebels who made incursions into Liberia last December. 
The local daily quotes LINA as saying that as a result of 
the armed incursions into Liberia, several innocent 
Liberians in Butuo, Kahnple, and other surrounding 
towns who refused to join the rebels were brutally 
murdered, while others were injured or rendered home- 
less. The agency is further quoted as saying that these 
unfortunate developments were not perpetrated by the 
Liberian Government against its own citizens, but rather 
a direct result of the attempted invasion of Liberia by 
armed dissidents from the Ivory Coast. 
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Meanwhile, reports say that the Ivorian authorities have 
consented to release the 15 Liberian paramilitary per- 
sonnel and the son of a customs officer who were held in 
that country following the Nimba incident of December 
24th. According to a local daily, details surrounding the 
investigation conducted by the Ivorian authorities on the 
paramilitary personnel was not readily revealed. But 
Liberian Foreign Minister J. Rudolph Johnson report- 
edly told the NEWS newspaper yesterday in a telephone 
interview that the Liberians in question may arrive in 
the country in the next 2 days. The minister said every- 
thing is being done to resolve the staggered relations in 
which the Nimba crisis has brought between Liberia and 
the Ivory Coast. [sentence as heard] 


Arrival of 16 Refugees From Abidjan Reported 


AB2101210090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 21 Jan 90 


[Text] It has been reported in Monrovia that 16 persons 
who crossed into neighboring La Cote dIvoire [Ivory 
Coast} as a result of the recent armed rebellion by 
dissident forces in Nimba County, have returned home. 
They reportedly arrived yesterday at the Roberts Inter- 
national Airport on board a Ghana Airways flight. 


The LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, quoting CID [Crim- 
inal Investigations Department] director Jacob Nimley, 
said those who arrived yesterday included paramilitary 
personnel as well as some citizens. At the airport to 
welcome the Liberians were roving Ambassador 
(Herman Hammond), Immigration Commissioner 
(Edwin Taye), and the Deputy Chief of Staff (Kpankpah 
Konah) among others, and well wishers. 


Four-Nation Meeting Said Held on Incursions 


AB1901220190 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 19 Jan 90 


[Text] The Government of Liberia, in keeping with its 
constitutional responsibility, took appropriate measures, 
including the dispatch of military personnel to the 
affected areas to arrest the situation. Subsequently, the 
Government of Liberia learned from a BBC report 
[words indistinct] through the self-proclaimed leader of 
the dissidents, Charles Taylor, a fugitive from justice, 
that ihe armed incursions are intended to overthrow the 
legally constituted Government of Liberia. Through the 
good offices of President Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo 
and President Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria, a meeting 
was held in Lome on Sunday, January 14 this year, 
between Foreign Minister J. Rudolph Johnson and For- 
eign Minister Simeon Ake of Cote d’Ivoire [Ivory Coast] 
with the participation of the minister of state for external 
affairs of Nigeria, Chief Eyoma Ita Eyoma under the 
chairmanship of Mr Yaovi Adodo, foreign minister of 
Togo, to review the situation. 
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It will be recalled that since 1983, the Government of 
Liberia has repeatedly brought to attention of the Gov- 
ernment of Cote d'Ivoire the presense of Liberian dissi- 
dents on its territory. The government wishes to thank 
all friendly governments and international relief agen- 
cies for their assistance to displaced Liberians who are 
experiencing undue hardship and suffering as a result of 
the abortive incursion. 


Newly Named Military Junta Meets in Lagos 19 Jan 


AB1901204290 Paris AFP in English 2032 GMT 
19 Jan 90 


[Text] Lagos, Jan 19 (AFP)}—The Armed Forces Ruling 
Council (AFRC), Nigeria’s highest decision-making 
body, met here Friday for the first time since a major 
reshuffle announced by President Ibrahim Babangida 
revealing its new membership. 


The changes in the AFRC accompanied a Cabinet 
reshuffle, which saw former Defence Minister General 
Domkat Bali offered the Internal Affairs portfolio which 
he rejected as a “personal humiliation”. 


The proposed move for Gen. Bali, who was also number 
three in the ruling heirarchy and chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, roused the wrath of many of his fellow 
Christians, who saw the changes as a ~onsolidation of 
Islamic athority in Nigeria by Gen. Babangida. 


The popular Gen. Bali, Nigeria’s longest-serving senior 
officer, heads a Plateau State pressure group known as 
the ‘Langtang Mafia’, representing a minority ethnic 
interest. The only ‘Mafia’ member to survive Gen. 
Babangida’s clean sweep in the AFRC was General 
Joshua Dogonyarao. 


The president has dismissed claims of relgious bias, 
promoting a secular image of the government which has 
promised to restore civilian rule by October 1992. But he 
was forced to call off an important visit to Washington in 
view of the unrest, which was reflected within parts of 
the armed forces. 


The newly constituted AFRC already cut from 28 mem- 
bers to 19 in February last year, also lost vice-admiral 
Patrick Koshoni, air vice-marshal Ibrahim Alfa, and 
Muhammadu Gambo, former heads of the Navy, Air 
Force and Police respectively. 


The former two could have retained their posts, 
observers said, but they added that Gen. Babangid2 
appeared otherwise to have taken steps to dispel bitte: 
ness in the armed forces in a carefully organized “‘rota- 
tion” of posts. 
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Others to go were Vic -Admiral Pesi, ex-commander of 
the Western Naval Cummand, Lagos, and Major Gen- 
eral Sani Sami, former commander of the First Mecha- 
nised Infantry Division. 


Newcomers to the junta are the former minister of 
external affairs, General Ike Nwachukwu, now com- 
mander of the Ist Mechanised Infantry Division at 
Kaduna in the north, Gen. Aliyu Mohammed, com- 
mander of the 2nd Mechanised Infantry Division at 
Ibadan in the west, Air Vice-Marshal Anthony Okpere, 
commander of the Tactical Air Command at Makurdi 
(central-north) and Aliyu Ibrahim Attah, the new inspec- 
tor-general of police. 


The reshuffled BFRC met Friday for about one- 
and-a-half hours and discussed matters that were out- 
standing last year, President Babangida said, without 
giving further details. 


The new Nigerian AFRC meeting on Friday had the 
following members: 

1. General Ibrahim Babandia, President 

2. Vice-Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, chief of General 
Staff 

3. General Sani Abacha, chief of Army General Staff and 
of the Joint Staff 

4. Rear-Admiral Murtala Nyako, chief of Naval General 
Staff 

5. Air Marshal Nuraini Yusuff, chief of Air Force Gen- 
eral Staff 

6. Inspector-General Aliyu Attah, chief of police 

7. General Abdullahi Mamman, commander of the 
National War School 

8. Air Vice-Marshal Anthony Okpere, chief of Air Force 
Tactical Command (Makurdi) 

9. General Ike Nwachukwu, commander of the Ist 
Mechanised Infantry Division (Kaduna\ 

10. General Salihu Ibrahim, commander of the 82nd 
Division (strike troops) 

11. General Garba Duba, commander of the military 
activity 

12. General Aliyu Mohammed, commander of the 2nd 
Mechanised Infantry Division (Ibadan) 

13. General Oladipo Diya, commander of the 3rd 
Armoured Division 

14. General Joshua Dogonyaro, chief officer inthe Army 
General Staff 

15. General Yohanna Kure, quartermaster-gener?’ .\ the 
Army General Staff 

16. General Abdul Salam Abubakar, commander cf the 
National Infantry School (Zaria) 

17. Air Vice-Marshal Clement Ugah, director of opera- 
tions in the Air Force General Staff 

18. Rear-Admiral Chijioke Kaja, quartermaster-general 
in the Naval General Staff 

19. Rear-Admiral Babatunde Elegbede, chief of the 
Western Naval Command. 
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